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High School Freshman Summer Reading Packet Assignment 
Novel:   To Kill a Mockingbird,  by Harper Lee 

The summer reading requires that you read the novel  To Kill a Mockingbird  and complete the a�ached 
assignment. This summer work will be due the 3rd week in the first 9 weeks. Please understand 
assignments done in class the first 3 weeks will be based on this novel and assignment. Due date will be 
determined by the individual teacher.  

The summer assignment has many purposes and values:  

1. Coming to class having read the same text allows students to begin with a common focus and it allows 
the class to begin deep instruc�on on the first day of class. It’s like ge�ng a two-week head start on 
school.  
2. This common reference point is used throughout the first few weeks to enhance the prac�ce of ac�ve 
reading and teaching of deep text analysis.  
3. The assignment rekindles the higher thought processes that we will begin using in earnest on the first 
day of class.  
4. The project is NOT an “audi�on” for Pre-AP. Instead, it is a diagnos�c tool for teachers, allowing us to 
assess a student’s ability to understand and annotate texts, as well as to follow direc�ons.  
5. The project adds more award-winning and cri�cally-acclaimed books to the students’ high school 
reading list, which is essen�al in preparing for the open ques�on on the AP Literature Test.  
6. The project prepares students for college experiences, now that many universi�es assign a common 
book to incoming freshmen.  
 
DIRECTIONS:  
1. Obtain a copy of the text from your local libraries/bookstores/online.  
2. Using the chart provided, please LEGIBLY annotate your text for your reac�on to the text (what you 
feel/think/wonder), quali�es of culture, and the elements of SIFT (Symbol, Imagery, Figura�ve Language, 
Tone/Theme).  
3. ON YOUR OWN PAPER (handwri�en or typed) and following the same format, con�nue the chart, 
annota�ng throughout the text. AT A MINIMUM, you should include ONE annota�on for each chapter of 
the novel. 
4.  Please be aware that students will have the first three weeks of the school year to read the novel on 
their own �me, so breaking up the novel to read over summer will lessen an overload of work at the 
beginning of the school year.  
 
Annotation  is the act of taking notes about a text as you read shows your cri�cal thinking and analysis of 
the text. Your ac�ve interac�on with the text is a way of making your thinking obvious to an outside 
observer.  

Your assignment:  Please annotate each chapter of the text using a double-entry journal. See page 4 on 
how to format the double-entry journal and examples of annota�ng. Please note that annota�ng 
includes marking a) what you feel/think/wonder about the text, b) literary elements, AND c) what the 
novel reveals about culture. Below are different things you can annotate for while reading the novel.  
 
ADVICE:  Don’t annotate  as you read .  Read a few chapters (3 max), using post-its or sticky tabs to mark passages 
of consequence.  Then, stop and go back to those passages in order to complete your annotations.  This will 
accomplish two things: a) help you stay engaged with the text without interruptions, and b) give you an 
opportunity to re-read key passages so that you are intimately familiar with the book.   
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High School Freshman Summer Reading Packet Assignment 
Novel:   To Kill a Mockingbird,  by Harper Lee 

Three Levels of Annota�on to consider as you are going through the process:  

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 
Literal - found directly in the 
text 

Analy�cal – found by making 
inferences 

Universal/Thema�c – found 
outside of the text  

Ques�ons/Notes that check for 
understanding (informa�on 
about character and his ac�ons, 
for example) 

Ques�ons/Notes that consider 
author’s choices (specula�on 
about why a par�cular 
metaphor was used and its 
meaning) 

Ques�ons/Notes about how the 
book relates to the real world  
(connec�ng to ethics, 
considering what if’s, genera�ng 
opinions about ideas) 

 

Text Page # Connections & Insights 
EXAMPLE:   When he was nearly thirteen, my 
brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the 
elbow. 
 
Level 1 

3 At first, I thought this was the beginning of the 
novel, but now – based on the characters’ ages as 
the story con�nues – it feels like flashback.  What 
can be so important about Jem breaking his arm 
that it’s the way the book begins?  

EXAMPLE:  “ Maycomb was an old town, but it 
was a �red old town when I first new it.  In rainy 
weather, the streets turned to red slop;  grass 
grew on the sidewalks, the courthouse sagged in 
the square…men’s s�ff colors wilted by nine in 
the morning.  Ladies bathed before noon…and 
by nigh�all were like so� teacakes with fros�ngs 
of sweat and sweet talcum” 
 
Level 2 

6 The passage begins with personifica�on.  The town 
itself seems to be alive, but in a nega�ve way.  All 
is not well.  This makes sense since the se�ng is 
the Great Depression.  The imagery that follows 
connects to the opening line; it reflects the 
disrepair of the town itself and parallels that with 
the men and women of the town.  The heat weighs 
on them like the Depression weighs on the town 
itself.  Oddly, the similes describing the women s�ll 
make them seem genteel despite this.  

EXAMPLE:  “Where’d you go to school, Cal?” 
Asked Jem. “Nowhere.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 3 

165 When I first began reading the novel, I 
thought it was only the Ewell’s who were not 
educated. The Ewell family was focused on 
the workforce to make money and not ge�ng 
an educa�on.  As I came across this 
conversa�on between Jem and Calpurnia, I 
realized culturally, if you were lower class or 
African American, that educa�on was not a 
priority. I believe this portrays the theme that 
social status can determine someone’s 
educa�onal accessibility.  
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